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Resources for the Initial Code  
 
Phonics games and 
activities for the Initial 
Code: Sounds-Write 
photocopiable activity 
book (Initial Code) 
 
This Sounds-Write workbook for the Initial Code 
contains over 190 activities to practise word 
reading, word writing and sentence reading; it also 
contains speed reading and memory games and 
word searches. The games and activities provide 
beginning readers with the opportunity to practise 
their reading and writing in fun and engaging ways. 
The activities can be used whole class, in small 
groups and in one-to-one settings, as well as for 
homework or home schooling. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

           



 

 

 

Sounds-Write decodable readers (fiction, Initial Code) 
 
The 24 decodable readers enable children to practise the literacy skills they are learning and thereby gain 
fluency in reading, all while they enjoy the colourfully-illustrated stories. They are matched to the Sounds-
Write units.  
 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Books in this series 
 

Sets 
 

Initial Code Units 
1 - 7: 14 books 

This set is comprised of thirteen 8-page books and one sixteen-page book. These are 
all of our titles for the Initial Code Units 1 - 7 inclusive.  

Initial Code Units 
8 - 11: 10 books 

This set is comprised of ten sixteen-page readers. These are all of our titles for the 
Initial Code Units 8 - 11. 

 

 
Individual books 
 
 

Tim, Tam and Sam 
 
Initial Code, Unit 1 
Phoneme focus: aimst 

 

Mats 

Is it Sam? Initial Code, Unit 2  
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop Sit! 

Sam's pip Initial Code, Unit 3  
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop, bcgh The can man 

The Hens Initial Code, Unit 4  
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop, bcgh, defv Meg's pet pig 

Tom and Sam Initial Code, Unit 5  
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop, bcgh, defv, klru Kim's big red cat 

Tim's pets Initial Code, Unit 6 
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop, bcgh, defv, klru, jwz 

 

Jim is fed up 

The bin men Initial Code, Unit 7 
Phoneme focus: aimst, nop, bcgh, defv, klru, jwz, 
x, y, ff, ll, ss 

The mud pit 

Is it magic? Initial Code, Unit 8 
Focus on words with the structure: vcc and cvcc Lost! 

The frog pond Initial Code, Unit 9 
Focus on words with the structure: ccvc The Bratt twins 

Best pals Initial Code, Unit 10 
Focus on words with the structure: ccvcc, cvccc Grand Slam Cup 

The Fish Dish Initial Code, Unit 11 
This book introduces < sh > 

 

Chimp Chums 
 

Initial Code, Unit 11 
This book introduces < ch > 

The song thrush 
 

Initial Code, Unit 11  
This book introduces < th > 

The Queen's Quill Initial Code, Unit 11 
This book introduces the spellings < q > < u > 

 



 

 

 

 

Decodable readers: kindle collections (Initial Code) 
 

All the Initial Code decodable books available as individual printed books are also available in two e-book 
collections.  
 

Phonic stories to read at home: a 
Sounds-Write reader for Units 1 to 
7 (available on Amazon for Kindle) 
 
The reader contains fourteen decodable 
stories for young children learning to 
read. These engaging stories follow the 
Sounds-Write phonics program (Initial Code, 
Units 1-7). Children love the beautiful, full-
colour illustrations of the book. The stories 
are written for beginner readers and enable 
children to develop and practise their phonic 
knowledge and skills in a gradual and 
systematic way. The stories carefully follow 
the Sounds-Write sequence to give children 
confidence and success. 

 
 

Phonic stories to read at home 2: 
a Sounds-Write reader for Units 8 
to 11 (available on Amazon for 
Kindle) 
 
The reader contains ten decodable stories for 
young children learning to read. These 
engaging stories follow the Sounds-Write 
phonics program (Initial Code, Units 8-11). 
Children love the beautiful, full-colour 
illustrations of the book. The stories are 
written for beginner readers and enable 
children to develop and practise their phonic 
knowledge and skills in a gradual and 
systematic way. The stories carefully follow 
the Sounds-Write sequence to give children 
confidence and success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Free Course for parents and carers for the Initial 
Code  
 

Our free online course ‘Help your child to read and write’ provides an introduction to the Initial Code for 
parents and carers. It is also a great way for teachers and teaching assistants who have trained in Sounds-
Write to review error correction. For more information, go to www.sounds-write.co.uk. Thousands of 
parents, carers and teachers have already registered. Here’s what one of them had to say in her five-star 
review of the course:  

                                                                                                    

 
Thanks for the great how-to instructions. Seeing the word building exercises modelled in the 
course was a huge help. I finished the course feeling confident to join my son on his reading 
adventure. Thanks again. 
After completing the first 7 units, I am amazed at how my son has progressed and the confidence 
he now has. Thank you, Sounds-Write!! 
 

Help your child to read and write 
books 1 and 2 
These books accompany the 'Help your Child 
to Read and Write' course and are designed 
for parents and carers who want to support 
their children at home. They are also an 
excellent home learning supplement to 
support children if you are a speech therapist 
or specialist reading teacher teaching them 
one-to-one as an intervention. These books 
are available on Amazon. 

 

Initial Code app 
If you have an iPad, you might want to download our app available from the Apple App Store (to use on 
iPads only). The app is called Initial Code, by Sounds-Write Ltd. There is a free version of the app with 
some sample lessons, and a full version for sale too. The app offers a variety of activities to develop the 
skills of segmenting and blending, word reading and writing and some sentence reading and writing. 
The app has been designed to introduce the sound-spelling correspondences in the Initial Code of the 
Sounds-Write program.  

 



 

 

    Resources for the Extended Code 
 

Phonics games and 
activities for the 
Extended Code 
 
Sounds-Write photocopiable activity book: 
Extended Code, Units 1-14, first spellings 
This Sounds-Write workbook for the Extended 
Code contains over 120 activities to practise 
word sorting, word tracking, and word reading 
and writing; it also contains speed reading and 
memory games and word searches. The games 
and activities provide beginner readers with the 
opportunity to practise their reading and 
writing in fun and engaging ways. The activities 
can be used whole class, in small groups and in 
one-to-one settings, as well as for homework or 
home-schooling. Each activity has clear 
instructions so that teachers, teaching 
assistants, parents or carers know exactly how 
to use them. 

 

 

  

 
 



 

 

Sounds-Write decodable readers for the Extended 
Code  
 

For Y1 onwards & catch-up 
 

Our books are written to support phonic teaching and can be used by anyone teaching reading to 
children. These titles focus on particular sounds to give children plenty of practice of the most common 
spelling alternatives presented in each of the Extended Code Units.  
 
Our range of decodable readers for the Extended Code provides:  

• Fully decodable texts that build on code knowledge, matching sounds to spellings and spellings to 
sound 

• A carefully graded, step-by-step introduction of new sounds and spellings in each book 
• Practice in sound-letter matching, starting with matching one letter to one sound and building 

towards the introduction of all the main two-letter consonant and vowel spellings (digraphs), as 
well as adjacent consonants  

• Practice with segmenting and blending throughout each word  
• Attractively illustrated books, specially designed to appeal to the beginner reader 
• A coherent, graduated approach to the introduction of high-frequency words 
• An opportunity in each story to read many more words than is offered by most other graded 

readers and to practise fluency. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Books in this series 
 

Sets 

 
Extended Code books - a 
complete set 

 
This set is made up of all our books for the Extended Code - eighteen 
readers, all of sixteen pages each. 
 

 

 

Individual books 
 

 

The Fun Day Phoneme: /ae/ 
Ted Saves the Day Phoneme: /ae/ 
Billy’s Easy Day Phoneme: /ee/ 
A Secret at School Phoneme: /ee/ 
The Golden Glow Phoneme: /oe/ 
Home Sweet Home Phoneme: /oe/ 
The Worst Day Phoneme: /er/ 
A Turn on the Turf Phoneme: /er/ 
Playing Dead with Ted Phoneme: /e/ 
Guests at the Wedding Phoneme: /e/ 
The Greatest Show in Town Phoneme: /ow/ 
A Hound in Town Phoneme: /ow/ 
The Rules at School Phoneme: /oo/ as in <moon> 
A Fine Time at Playgroup Phoneme: /ie/ 
The Fright by the Brook Phoneme: /oo/ as in 'book' 
The Sad Monkey Phoneme: /u/ 
The Mystery of the Waterfall Phoneme: /or/ 
The Scare on the Lake Phoneme: /air/ 

 

     
     



 

 

 

Fact files series: non-fictional, informational 
decodable readers 
Fact File: Animal Series 
This collection of informational texts complement the teaching of a knowledge curriculum. They are 
suitable for Y1 onwards as well as for intervention settings. Children will develop their knowledge of 
animals - their lives, their diet and their habitats - as well as practising the skills and code knowledge 
they have been learning. 
They start at the end of our Initial Code with Ants and continue through the Extended Code to < oo > 
with Wolves. 
The titles in this series are: 

Ants (Initial Code Unit 11) 
Slugs and Snails /ae/ 
Seals /ee/ 
Crows /oe/ 
Earthworms /er/ 
Jellyfish /e/ 
Owls /ow/ 
Kangaroos /oo/ as in m/oo/n 
Mice /ie/ 
Wolves /oo/ as in b/oo/k. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Fact File: Countries Series 
 

Like the Fact File: Animal Series, this collection of informational texts also complements the teaching of 
a knowledge curriculum. The eight books in this collection are aimed at children in Y2 or Y3, including in 
an intervention setting. Children will develop their knowledge of countries - geography, culture, 
peoples - as well as practising more spellings of the sounds they've been learning. 
They start with a review of the Initial Code with Japan and continue through the Extended Code to         
< oo > with the Cook Islands. 
The titles in this series are: 

• Japan: (review of the Initial Code) 
• Spain: more spellings of /ae/ 
• Greece: more spellings of  /ee/ 
• Togo: more spellings of  /oe/ 
• Turkey: more spellings of  /er/ 
• Mexico: more spellings of  /e/ 
• South Africa: more spellings of  /ow/ 
• Peru: more spellings of /oo/ as in m/oo/n 
• Iceland: more spellings of  /ie/ 
• Cook Islands: more spellings of  /oo/ as in b/oo/k. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 Battle Cries Extended 
Code comics 
 
The Battle Cries comic book series is designed 
to help foster and improve literacy in older 
children and young adults by helping them to 
read with greater fluency and, at the same 
time, enjoy a series of six thrilling adventures. 
Battle Cries can be read as a straightforward 
adventure series, each book containing a 
different adventure and a problem that has to 
be solved before the next adventure starts. The 
books also explain in story form how some of 
the writing systems people have used 
throughout history work. These range from 
early cave painting through Egyptian 
hieroglyphics to the alphabet system we use 
for reading and writing English today. 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Sounds-Write free, downloadable resources 
 

On the Sounds-Write website, you will find a whole collection of resources that you can download. Go 
to the  'downloads page' and you will see links to a range of resources. If you have done the Sounds-
Write 4-day training or the equivalent Sounds-Write Online Practitioners’ Training, you’ll  be able to 
download all these free resources.  
The resources for trainees include everything from giving advice about how to teach the Initial Code to a 
Prep/Reception class, through resources for teaching small group/one-to-one and polysyllabic words, to 
photocopiable pages of the stories to support the Extended Code. As many of the practical activities 
have been designed to save you time and energy, we strongly recommend you make time to have a 
careful look at what’s in the resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sounds-Write showcase 
We are often asked for more information about 
our method, our resources and out training. We 
have put together this virtual showcase to show 
you how it all works.  
 
 
To access the course, click here. 

 

 
 

http://www.sounds-write.co.uk/
https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/page-104-australian-trainee-downloads.aspx
https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/page-70-downloads.aspx
https://sounds-write.mykajabi.com/offers/KNK3muNF/checkout
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